
Ubuntu:	I	Am	Because	We	Are	
Nick	Jackson,	MA,	Instructor	of	Education,	Augustana	
University	The	presenter	shares	the	concept	of	Ubuntu	
and	the	impact	it	has	had	on	his	own	life,	both	in	and	
out	of	the	classroom,	including	establishing	a	charter	
school	in	Denver,	Colorado,	based	on	this	philosophy.	
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“We	need	other	human	beings	in	order	to	be	
human.	We	are	made	for	togetherness,	we	are	

made	for	family,	for	fellowship,	to	exist	in	a	tender	
network	of	interdependence.”	- Desmond	Tutu





Part	I:	Movement



“He	is	human	precisely	in	being	enveloped	in	the	
community	of	other	human	beings,	in	being	
caught	up	in	the	bundle	of	life.	To	be	is	to	

participate.”

- Desmond	Tutu





“Ubuntu	is	the	environment	of	vulnerability,	a	set	
of	relationships	in	which	persons	are	able	to	

recognize	that	their	humanity	is	bound	up	in	the	
other’s	humanity.” - Michael	Battle



Part	II:	Water



“Ubuntu	helps	us	see	how	we	are	all	inextricably	
linked,	whether	we	like	it	or	not.”	

- Michael	Battle





“A	human	being	is	a	glorious	original	created	for	
existing	in	a	delicate	network	of	relationships.”

- Michael	Battle



Part	III:	My	Story



“Each	individual’s	humanity	is	ideally	expressed	
in	relationship	with	others.”	

- Michael	Battle







“An	individual	does	not	know	they	are	beautiful,	
intelligent,	or	humorous	without	Ubuntu.	We	
come	to	understand	our	own	identity	only	in	

relationship	to	others.”

- Michael	Battle















“Knowing	that	you	need	someone	else	causes	a	
different	worldview.	Practicing	a	worldview	in	
which	I	know	I	cannot	be	complete	without	you	

helps	me	live	a	more	qualitative	life.”	

- Michael	Battle





Part	IV:	Hilary’s	Story



“A	person	depends	on	other	persons	to	be	a	person.”

- Michael	Battle
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Quote	Quest!





Q	&	A	Time
You’ve	got	questions.	I’ve	got	answers.	

(Or	at	least	I’ll	fake	it	so	well	that	you	think I’ve	got	some	answers…	Well,	maybe.)



Ubuntu
I	Am	Because	We	Are

Nick	Jackson,	MA,	Instructor	of	Education,	Augustana	University
Email:	njackson@augie.edu




