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Who Is This Guy?



Let’s Get Moving!



“Get Into Groups Of…” Debrief
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Origins of the C.O.C. Philosophy

Larry Brendtro         Martin Brokenleg        Steve Van Bockern



Application of Circle of Courage 



The Spirit of Belonging

The universal longing for human 
bonds is cultivated by relationships 

of trust so that the child can say, 
“I am loved.” 

Brendtro, Brokenleg, VanBockern
Reclaiming Youth at Risk



Belonging Is… Attachment
A sense of community, loving others, and being



Belonging > (is greater than) Fitting In
“There’s a difference between fitting in and 
belonging. Fitting in means you’ve put on 
enough masks that you equal the average 
of the people around you, and you don’t get 
shunned. Belonging is fully letting out all 
the pieces of you, all shining and awkward, 
and finding love and acceptance, not in 
spite of, but because of, who you really 
are.”

- Rachel Thor



June & Charlie’s Blocks

“Belonging, in fact, is so important 
that some boys will do almost 
anything, endure almost anything, 
and inflict on one another almost 
anything, in order to be part of the 
group.” 
- Kathleen Palmer Cleveland
  Teaching Boys Who Struggle in School



Trying To Fit In…



Belonging > (is greater than) Fitting In
“There’s a difference between fitting in and 
belonging. Fitting in means you’ve put on 
enough masks that you equal the average 
of the people around you, and you don’t get 
shunned. Belonging is fully letting out all 
the pieces of you, all shining and awkward, 
and finding love and acceptance, not in 
spite of, but because of, who you really 
are.”

- Rachel Thor



The Mask You Live In

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hc45-ptHMxo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hc45-ptHMxo


What Belonging Looks Like
Normal (Belonging) Distorted (Fitting In) Absent

Attached Gang Loyalty Unattached

Loving Craves Affection Guarded

Friendly Craves Acceptance Rejected

Intimate Promiscuous Lonely

Gregarious Clinging Aloof

Cooperative Easily Misled Isolated

Trusting Overly Dependent Distrustful 

Brendtro, Brokenleg, VanBockern
Reclaiming Youth at Risk



Top 10: What Boys (all children) Need
1. Nurturing parents/caregivers
2. A clan or a tribe
3. Spiritual life
4. Important work
5. Mentors and role models
6. To know the rules
7. To learn how to lead & how to follow
8. An adventure, and a best friend to have it with
9. Lots of games

10. An important role in life
- Michael Gurian

The Wonder of Boys

Sense 
of 

Belonging



A Simple Answer… (but not simplistic)

“The bicycle is a simple solution to some 
of the world’s most complicated 
problems. The bicycle is the most efficient 
form of human transportation. It can combat 
climate change, ease urban congestion, 
and build human fitness. It brings us 
together, yet allows us to escape. And it 
takes us places we would never see any 
other way.” 

- Trek Blog











































Living in the Circle Starts With Belonging



Q&A Time!
You’ve got questions, I’ve got… well, probably more questions.



THANK YOU!
Contact Information:

Email: nick.jackson@augie.edu
Phone: 605-321-7472 

mailto:nick.jackson@augie.edu

