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Purpose, Passion, and Power

Reach them – Teach them.

Mark Freado, MA  (Matȟó Čaŋté Waȟwála)
freado@GrowingEdgeTraining.com

GrowingEdgeTraining.com
ReclaimingYouthAtRisk.org



Brother Dennis (Wanbli Waci)









“Bonita, these things are provided for 
you. Maybe you should try to be 

grateful.”

“Mr. Freado, you don’t know anything 
about being a black girl!”







The ABC Model
Antecedent – Behavior – Consequence



Antecedent
Behavior Consequence

Thoughts Emotions



Campbell Loughmiller

“When a (young person) breaks something, he should fix 
it—not because he’s being punished, but because that’s 
what people do when they are part of a community.”

This provides an opportunity for interaction with a caring 
adult in learning skills, building confidence and competence.



The teacher-counselor is a person with private 
resources for the nourishment and refreshment 

of his own life…  Nicholas Hobbs

What are the private resources that nourish and 
refresh your life and help sustain you in this work?







Time to get up

What are the private resources that nourish and 
refresh your life and help sustain you in this work?

Find someone you haven’t talked with this week 
and share with each other the answer(s) 

to the question. 3 minutes each.



Purpose

Is the why. It is the anchor.



Purpose
The Re-ED model. Becoming a teacher-counselor.
The kids touched my life in ways I couldn’t have imagined.
 
Kids need people like us doing our best to help them 
through troubling and challenging times.

I want to be a person who do that.



Passion

Provides fuel for the journey.





Passion can be fiery.



Too much fire may not be a good thing.



Controlled Burn

Fire fighters start the fire then 
stay onsite to manage flame 
behavior and ensure it stays 
within the planned area.



A Thousand Fires Burning

This is a controlled burn.
We come together, like minded, 

like hearted, like spirited colleagues
to share, refuel, and get ready to 

return to the journey. 



Power



Power
With our belief and understanding of Circle of Courage, 
power is not something adults hold over kids it’s what we 
help kids find within themselves. 
We demonstrate our power by:
 Remaining steady and grounded
 Teaching and modeling strength
 Creating space for voice, access, and ownership



The Noah Principle

No more prizes 
for predicting rain.
Prizes only for 
building arks.
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